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mental decay, and in dark nomadic and superstitious
conditions which were not far from paganism. Thus
Obeidulla al-Mahdi appeared armed with this legend,
and was able, after several episodes and combats, to
wrench the kingdom of the Aghlabites and found the
first Shiite state in Africa, which was named the
Obeidite Fatimite, and to gather the political fruits
of a religious doctrine which secretly worked for about
a century to undermine the foundations of the Abba-
side Caliphate.
In the deserts of Africa and in the hills of
Morocco Muslim history had the greatest experience
of the expected Mahdi legend. It had at that time
emerged from the confines laid to it by the Shiites and
iresumed its general character with which it was known
in the early days of Islam. The societies and tribes of
Morocco had become a fit cradle for such doctrines,
particularly in the age in which it had fallen to the
worst phases of mental decay and religious fanaticism.
In 515 A.H. a preacher named Muhammad ibn Abdilla
ibn Tumrut (or Tumart) appeared in the land of Sus.
At first he did not assume a specified quality but
was content to preach doing good and abstaining from
evil. He had studied in the East, in Baghdad and in
other cities. The Almoravide empire had at that time
approached its death agonies. The tribes of Masmuda,
to one of which he belonged, joined him, and after
years of preaching he pretended to be the infallible
Mahdi and linked his lineage with that of the Prophet
(on him be peace). To support his pretension he
cited certain signs, proofs and traditions. He then
raised the banner of revolution, and continued to fight
the Almoravides till their empire was shattered and
became the prey of Abdul Momin, his successor and
his greatest companion. The Mahdi and his followers
thus established the Almohade empire which ruled
the whole of North Africa and conquered Andalusia,
and gave the Muslim Empire in Mauritania and Spain